
Songs of a Catholic Childhood is a new musical 
concert featuring celebrated performers and 
writers Michael Smith and Jamie O’Reilly, who 
reflect on growing up, and life in parochial 
school during their “formative” years.  His – as 
the eldest of 6, in the working class Irish/Italian 
neighborhoods of post-WWII New Jersey, in 
the ’40s, and ’50s. Hers – as the 4th-girl-in-
the-middle of a family of 14 kids, in a small 
Illinois town during the post-Vatican II, Baby-
Boom era of the ’60s and ’70s.

Songs of A Catholic Childhood debuted 
to a full house at Mayne Stage, Chicago, 
as a benefit for St. Scholastica Academy. 
The popular Spring Showcase of Songs at 
Chief O’Neill’s Pub in Chicago featured new 

stories and compositions, added to a wide 
range of material folk-songs – odes to the 
Virgin Mary and Latin hymns – and popular 
songs and music from the movies: 1936-
1960s  (Vaya Con Dios, True Love, Bells of St. 
Mary’s). Among the concert’s 20 plus songs 
are signature songs from Jamie’s concert 
repertoire (The Holy City, She Would Sing 
the Kerry Dances), and songs from Michael’s 
1995 autobiographical play Michael, Margaret, 
Pat and Kate, winner of 5 Joseph Jefferson 
Awards (Sr. Clarissa, Five Angels, I Brought 
My Father With Me). 

In the course of their 17-year musical 
partnership, Jamie and Michael have created 
four theatrical productions (Pasiones, Hello 

Dali, Gift of the Magi, Scarlet Confessions). 
None is as personal as Songs of A Catholic 
Childhood, a heartfelt and liberating journey 
that engages all who hear it in a profound way.

For Bookings Contact:

Jamie O’Reilly
A Voice for the Soul of the City

J. O’Reilly Productions
Cultural Arts Consulting & Artist Management 
Website & Blog: jamieoreilly.com
E: jamie@jamieoreilly.com
Cell/Text 773.203.7661

Songs of a Catholic Childhood

Jamie O’Reilly, vocals and  
Michael P. Smith, vocals & guitar

“Great. This show has legs!” 
Rick kogan, Wgn Radio Host

“Jamie and Michael bring us to our lives:  
to cherish what is simple, know what is 
lost, and remember the best of times.  
People were over the moon about what 
they experienced. They laughed; they cried. 
These songs mean more as time goes on  
and once performed, they are a gift that  
we share forever.” 
Judi Heikes, st. scHolastica alumnae BoaRd


